THE PREFACE

/V SHORT treatise of a creature set in great pomp and
pride of the world, who later was drawn to Our Lord by
great poverty, sickness, shames and great reproofs in
many divers countries and places, of which tribulations
some shall be shewn hereafter, not in the order in which
they befell, but as the creature could have mind of them,
when they were written. For it was twenty years and more
from the time she had forsaken the world and bussily cleft
unto Our Lord, ere this book was written.

Notwithstanding, this creature had great counsel to
have written her tribulations and her feelings, and a White
Friar1 preferred her to write freetyj if she would. And she
was warned in her spirit that she should not write so soon;
and many years after, she was bidden in her spirit to write.

And then it was written first by a man who could
neither well write English nor Duch, so it was unable to
be read save only by special grace, for there was so much
obloquy and slander of this creature that but few men
would believe this creature.

So, at the last, a priest was sore moved to write this
treatise, and he could not well read it for four years to-
gether. Later, at the request of this creature and com-
pelled by his own conscience, he essayed again to read it,
and it was much more easy than it was aforetime*

And so he began to write in the year of Our Lord 1436)
on the day next after Mary Magdalene, after the informa-
tion of this creature.
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